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Mat t  Vought  grew
up the son of  a
diplomat  and had
l ived in  India ,
Hungary,
Switzer land,

Somalia ,  Poland,  Nigeria ,  Canada,
and many different  regions in  the US
before he was 20.

Being confronted by what  an adul t
would f ind to  be a  bewilder ing maze
of  convent ions and customs was a
natural  thing for  Vought  as  he grew
up.  His  was a  polyglot  world without
any par t icular  center  or  any place
holding a  special  c la im over  him.
Today he is  as  comfortable  (or uncom-
fortable as the case may be) in  Asia  or
Europe as  he is  in  America or  Afr ica .

Vought 's  photography is  f requent ly
mistaken for  paint ing.  This  is  not
because he employs any digi ta l
'enhancements '  or  f i l ters-  he does
not-  but  s imply due to  the qual i t ies
inherent  to  the photograph when i t
was taken. A sai lor  who once
worked as  a  yacht  captain,  Vought

spends a  lot  of  t ime on the water
where he has  captured many of  his
most  s t r iking images.

There is  an iconic  qual i ty  to  Vought 's
work in  which the subjects  take on a
meaning and s ignif icance beyond
themselves .  'The Sai lboat ' i s  not
that sai lboat  or  even just  a  sai lboat
but  ra ther  i t  reads as  a  symbol  of
sai lboats  universal ly  or  for  many as
a visual  metaphor  perhaps for  the
individual  passing alone through l i fe ,
dwarfed by the nature  that  surrounds
us.  Many remark on the feel ing of
t ranqui l i ty  these images evoke.
Observing them seems to  disengage
al l  the cr i t ical  processes  we are  usu-
al ly  prepared to  engage when looking
at  ar t  in  a  gal lery.  Here however,we
don’t  so much look as  gaze while
feel ing that  sense of  sereni ty  which
flows from perfect ion;  everything is
clear  in  a  way i t  seldom is  in  l i fe  and
nothing can be added or  subtracted
from this  perfect  instant  of  s imple
beauty.  
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How they are printed:

Matt Vought’s work is printed on an Epson 9600 with
Ultra-chrome pigment inks. These inks are archival 
quality designed to last for upwards of 70 years with-
out fading with proper care. The prints are on
Hahnemuhle photo-rag paper a ph free archival
paper.


